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FBC 201: Placemaking with Form-Based Codes 
October 29-30, 2019 >> REGISTER NOW! 
Anderson Museum of Fine Art 
32 West 10th Street 
Anderson, IN 46016 

This two-day course provides an in-depth understanding of how to guide good urban form 
through a regulatory framework. Participants learn to create form-based codes by drawing 
upon an area’s best urban elements to conceptualize the elements that shape public space 
and community character. Instructors delve into the basics of urban form, combining lecture 
and case studies with “hands-on” participatory exercises in the essential tasks of coding. 
The Form-Based Codes Institute (FBCI) of Smart Growth America is a professional organization 
dedicated to advancing and understanding the use of form-based codes—the regulatory 
framework for mixed-use, walkable urbanism. FBCI’s three-course curriculum prepares land 
use professionals to draft, adopt and administer form-based codes in their communities. 

Featured Instructors: 
Susan Henderson is a founding Principal of PlaceMakers, LLC. She is Director of Coding and 
Design and oversees PlaceMakers’ design services, including Planning and Zoning. Susan 
graduated from Ball State University in 1985 with degrees in Architecture and Environmental 
Design and a minor in Honors Studies. A passion for vernacular architecture within the realm of 
walkable urbanism led her to co-found PlaceMakers, LLC as a vehicle to pursue this interest. 

Placemaking with Form-Based Codes 
Anderson, IN | October 29-30 

Reduced rates available to Indiana 
planning and urban design professionals 
thanks to the generous sponsorship from 
Madison County Council of Governments! 
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For the last 13 years, the firm has led local governments and private developers in the pursuit 
of livable, equitable, sustainable communities. An active member of the Congress for the New 
Urbanism, Susan is a participant in the CNU’s Charter Councils and Project for Code Reform. 
She serves on the Form-Based Codes Institute’s Steering Committee and is a founding board 
member of the Transect Codes Council. Susan is a member of the American Institute of 
Architects and is a LEED-AP. 

Leslie Oberholtzer is a principal and Director of Planning at CodaMetrics, a boutique planning 
lab in Chicago, Illinois. With over 25 years experience in urban design and smart growth 
planning, she works to promote sustainable development through the availability of alternative 
transportation and housing choices, the development of valuable places, and the preservation 
of community traditions.  In addition to being a registered landscape architect and a certified 
planner, she is National Charrette Institute (NCI) certified and a LEED Associated 
Professional. Over the past 12 years, Leslie has developed over 25 neighborhood and full city 
codes for communities across the country. Recently, her work has focused on the research 
and development of form-based codes for Transit Oriented Development (TOD) nodes, 
corridors, and neighborhoods. Sustainability is at the core of the work Leslie produces not only 
through a focus on walkable and transit-served places, but also through the development of 
alternative energy, conservation area, and tree preservation ordinances. She also currently 
serves on the Location and Planning Technical Advisory Group for the US Green Building 
Council and the Star Community Index Technical Advisory Group. 

Tony Perez has over 25 years of public and private sector experience with a focus on 
organizing and writing specific plans and master plans. In the past 12 years, Tony has 
prepared or co-authored over thirty form-based codes. His recent work in California includes 
the Fremont Center City Code, the Fresno Downtown Code, the Vallejo Citywide Code, and the 
Tehachapi Citywide Code. He also worked on Santa Ana’s Transit Zoning Code, which won the 
2012 Driehaus Form-Based Codes Award. Prior to entering the private sector in 2000, Tony 
served as city planner for several California cities, in roles that included redevelopment staff for 
three main street revitalization projects. Tony is fluent in urban design and architecture, 
enabling him to extract information and direction out of a community vision and to ask 
important questions of designers and stakeholders in the process. Tony is Director of Form-
Based Coding at Opticos Design, Inc. 

Please consult the class page on the FBCI website for details on registration, lodging options, 
class agenda, and instructors. This class is eligible for 16 AICP CM credits. 

Thanks to our sponsors and marketing partners! 
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